
 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
INFORMATION 

“May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith and  
may charity be the root and foundation of your life.” 

- Ephesians 3:17 
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Faith Formation  
Registration and Fees 
The registration deadline is August 31 each year.  

Please register early. Fees are as follow: 

Tuition: On or before July 15 

$60 per child with maximum fee per family, $180 

$90 per child for non-parishioners 

Mid-Summer Tuition: July 15—August 15 

$90 per child with maximum fee per family, $270 

$140 per child for non-parishioners 

Late Summer Tuition: After August 15 

$145 per child 

$160 per child for non-parishioners 

 Online registration is available by visiting the Church of St. 
Timothy website: www.churchofsttimothy.com 

 The proper fee must accompany the registration form. 
 A scholarship equal to one student’s tuition will be applied 

toward the registration fee for each year-round volunteer 
position. (See next page for more details) 

 Scholarships are available for those who need assistance. Call 
the coordinator for more information at 763.784.1329. 
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Volunteer Opportunities 
We are the hands and feet of Christ! 

There are many ways to volunteer at St. Tim’s, including in our 
faith formation programs! Take part in your child’s faith life and 
be a model for the young people of our parish. 

Available volunteer positions: 
 Classroom teacher* 
 Small group leader* 
 Substitute teacher/leader 
 Office aid* 
 Nursery supervisor 
 Open gym supervisor (grade 6—8)* 

* Year-round positions receive one child’s tuition scholarship. 
Please indicate how you would like to volunteer on the registration 
form. 

Scholarships 
No child is turned away from growing in their faith at the Church 
of St. Timothy.  

Volunteers who participate in an all year position qualify for one 
child’s tuition scholarship. Please indicate how you would like to 
volunteer on the registration form. 

 

“My favorite thing about teaching is that no matter what level I’m 
teaching—Mustard Seed, Elementary, Middle School, or Confirmation—no 
matter how many times I’ve taught that level, I always learn something new 
every year about myself and my faith from the kids. It isn’t the material I’m 
teaching—it is the kids who reveal to me new ideas or ways of looking at 

our faith. I love the kids, the teaching, and the growing of my faith.” 
- Cindy R., Mustard Seed and elementary teacher 
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Mustard Seed Sunday School 
(Ages 3—Kindergarten) 
“Amen, I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, 
you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it 
will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” - Matthew 17:20 
 
Our Sunday School program 
is held Sunday mornings 
during the 8:30 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. Masses for 24 
weeks throughout the school 
year. 

Each week begins with large group music and story time before 
breaking into grade level classes: Seedlings (three-year-olds), 

Sprouts (Pre-Kindergarten), and 
Blossoms (Kindergarten). 

Our Seedlings and Sprouts follow the 
curriculum from Bright Beginnings: 
Exploring God’s World. Each lesson is 
based on a Bible concept and includes a 

Bible story and verse, music, interactive 
prayer, games, and art projects. 

The Blossoms curriculum concentrates 
on Bible stories that support Catholic 
Social Teaching. Each week the students 
will focus on a Bible Story. Through 
prayer, art projects, and discussion, they 
will learn how Jesus’ teachings connect 
our spiritual growth with the mission of 
helping all of God’s creation. 

Mustard Seed provides a great starting point for children as they 
get to know God! 



5 

Elementary  
(Grades 1—5) 

At Home with Jesus 
At Home with Jesus is a family based 
religious program for children in 
grades 1—5. Families are provided 
with the curriculum needed for at 
home family study. Everyone then 
come together at monthly meetings 
to share and participate in fun activities together. At Home with 
Jesus usually meets the first Sunday evening of the month, 
beginning in October. The weekend may change due to other 
holidays or circumstances. 

Tuesday Night Faith Formation 
Tuesday evening faith formation classes 
are scheduled for 21 sessions from 
September through March. Classes are 
held for an hour and fifteen minutes in 
the parish center. Parents have the 
option of signing up for either the 
5:15—6:30 p.m. or the 7:00—8:15 p.m. session. 

Children are placed in age level classes where they get the chance 
to meet other children from the parish and learn together. 
Lessons are taught using the Alive in Christ curriculum and 
supplemented with large group presentations, art projects, and 
other hands on activities. These activities help to both develop 
each child’s faith as well as build community in the classroom. 

Please note: These classes are NOT considered sacramental preparation for 
First Communion and First Reconciliation. Children who are of age for 
these sacraments should be signed up for both regular faith formation and 
the specific sacramental preparation. See page 6 for more information. 
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First Communion 
The Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis has 
established the following requirements in order 
for an individual to be considered a candidate for 
the reception of First Holy Communion: 
 The child and at least one parent or guardian are 

expected to participate in Sunday Mass each week. 
 A child must be at least seven years of age as of 

September 1, and have celebrated First 
Reconciliation. 

 A certificate of Baptism must be provided for the child. 
 The child must be enrolled and attending an approved religious 

education class for their grade level. 
 A parent must attend the initial parent meeting for preparation. 
 A parent and the child must attend the parent-child meeting. 
 Sufficiently prepare the child for First Reconciliation using the 

resources provided by the parish. 
 Children will prepare for First Communion at home. 

 There is a $15 book fee for First Communion 

First Reconciliation 
The Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis has established the 
following requirements in order for an individual to receive the 
sacrament of First Reconciliation: 
 A child must be at least seven years of age as of September 1 (may be 

older). 
 The child must be enrolled and attending an approved religious 

education class for their grade level. 
 A parent must attend the initial parent meeting for preparation. 
 A parent and the child must attend the parent-child meeting. 
 Sufficiently prepare the child for First Reconciliation using the 

resources provided by the parish. 
 Children enrolled in Tuesday evening faith formation will complete 

preparation in class. 

 Children enrolled in At Home with Jesus will complete preparation at 
home with their family. 
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Middle School 
(Grades 6—8) 
Middle school students learn 
and grow through 
experience. Faith concepts 
and truths will be taught 
through activities, games, 
speakers, small group 
conversations, service, and 
more! This fosters an 
energetic atmosphere of encounter and allows students to engage 
with the lesson and then put their faith into practice. The 
program used is LifeTeen’s “Edge.” 

Faith formation sessions are held most Wednesday evenings from 
September through March. A calendar is sent out in late August. 
Sessions for grades 6 through 8 are from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. at the 
parish center.  

General format for Wednesday evening sessions:  
6:00– Open gym (optional)  
6:30– Hospitality center: opening prayer, introduction, activity 
6:45– Room 224 for teaching of the night 
7:10– Small group classrooms for conversation relating to lesson 
7:30– Meet back in room 224 for prayer 
7:45– Dismissal 

Middle school youth are also expected to participate in weekend 
Masses, receive the Eucharist, and celebrate reconciliation 
regularly. These experiences are necessary for the youth to fully 
participate in the faith formation sessions and as parishioners of 
St. Timothy’s. 

Incoming 6th graders and new 7th and 8th grade students receive 
their own Catholic Youth Bible which they will bring and use at 
faith formation sessions through confirmation preparation.  
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High School 
(Grades 9—12) 
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation 

When a high school youth feels ready to affirm the promises their 
parents made for them at baptism and to complete their initiation 
into full membership with the Catholic Church, they are 
encouraged to begin the two-year preparation process using the 
“Chosen” curriculum by Ascension Press. Young people may begin 
the preparation in fall of 9th, 10th, or 11th grade.  Once enrolled 
in confirmation preparation, youth are responsible for:  

1. Participating in the sacraments, especially weekend Mass and 
reconciliation. 

2. Attending 12 small group sessions and two large group sessions. 
3. Meeting with their sponsor at least twice per year.  
4. Experiencing retreats, one per year.  
5. Completing and reporting on ten hours of individual volunteer service. 
6. Participating in group service projects. 
7. Completing all necessary forms and reflections in a timely manner.  

Volunteer leaders and student group 
members meet approximately two 
times a month to share their own 
faith experiences and learn more 
about the Catholic faith. Leaders may 
choose to meet in their homes or at 
St. Timothy’s parish center. If you 
have a strong preference for your 
child, be sure to indicate that preference upon registration. Parents, 
sponsors, and Guardian Angel prayer partners also play crucial 
roles in supporting youth in their preparation for confirmation. 

At the start of the program you will receive an additional booklet 
with more details and the calendars and forms needed for this 
preparation process.  
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Additional Opportunities 
(Age 1—Grade 12) 
Besides the structured learning provided 
by faith formation classes, we provide 
many opportunities for children of all 
ages to participate in our church 
community. From age one to eighteen, 
there are always activities and 
opportunities at St. Tim’s.  

 
Activities include further learning 
opportunities, such as ECFL, Liturgy of 
the Word for Children, and Vacation 
Bible School. There are also times to just 
get together and have fun, like at our 
Seasonal Activity Days or the middle 
and high school Youth Group activities. 

For those looking to perform, there 
is the Christmas Pageant and Living 
Stations of the Cross. And for those 
looking to give back, Mission Trips 
are available for those in seventh 
grade and up. 
 
Whether participating as a child, or 
volunteering as a teen, there is something available for 
everyone! 
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Nursery 
(Ages 1—5) 
The nursery is available during Sunday 
Masses throughout the school year, 
following the Mustard Seed Sunday 
School schedule. The nursery is located 
in the lower level of the parish center 
and is a great place for children to play. 

Children ages 1—5 are invited to come to the nursery, whether 
you are regular parishioners, or visiting grandchildren. 

Adult and teen volunteers run the nursery, playing games, 
reading books, and even occasionally putting on puppet shows. 

ECFL 
(Ages 1—5) 
The Early Catholic Family Life (ECFL) 
program is designed to help your children 
begin to learn about their faith, and will 
assist you as parents and guardians in 
teaching your children about Jesus, about 
prayer, and about Catholicism. 

The program has been created specifically for 
parents and grandparents of children ages birth to 
5, and is modeled after the Early Childhood Family 
Education program (ECFE), which is taught 
throughout Minnesota’s public school system. 

Families participate in discussion, games, story time, and art 
projects, all while starting to learn about Jesus. 

This is a free program, but does require registration prior to the 
fall or winter sessions. 
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Liturgy of the Word for Children 
(Grades 1—5) 
Liturgy of the Word for Children is offered for children in grades 
one through five at both the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses. There 
are two nine-week sessions—one in the fall and one in the winter.  

Children are sent forth following the opening prayer to more fully 
experience God’s Word. They share the Scriptures, sing and pray 
in a large group, and conclude with small group discussions. They 
then rejoin the full assembly for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

Volunteer ministers (youth in grades 7—12 and adults) lead small 
and large group sessions. Minister training and materials are 
provided. No registration is necessary for children to participate. 

Vacation Bible School 
(Grades Pre-K—6) 
Vacation Bible School is typically held the first 
full week of August, from 9:00 a.m.—noon.  

For this week, children entering 
pre-K through grade six are 
offered the opportunity to come together and learn 
about their faith. Each day is filled with stories, 
crafts, snacks, music, games, and prayer. This is a 

great place to meet friends and make memories. 

Many volunteers—both adults and youth entering seventh grade 
and above—work together to provide 
this wonderful experience for our 
children. 

With a unique theme each year, you 
never know what fun is in store for you! 
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Christmas Pageant 
(Grades Pre-K—12) 
The Christmas pageant is offered every year 
at 3:20 p.m., preceding the 4:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Mass. This program is a 
chance for all children to participate first 
hand in the Christmas story, accompanied 
by the Cobblestone children’s choir. Those 
in grades 5-12 also have an opportunity to 
participate as narrators or puppeteers. 

There are four or five 
rehearsals each year 
(including the dress rehearsal) before Christmas 
Eve. The exact number of rehearsals may be 
effected by the date of Thanksgiving. 

Seasonal Activity Days 
(Grades Pre-K—5) 
Keep your eyes open throughout the year 
for seasonal activity days. These days are 
fun opportunities with crafts, games, and 
stories for children grades pre-K through 
fifth.  

Reoccurring opportunities include 
Santa’s Workshop in December and 
Shamrock Fun Day in March, but keep 
your eyes open for other activities 
throughout the year! 

These days also provide great service opportunities for teens 
grade 6—12. 
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Middle School Youth Group 
(Grades 6—8) 
Open gym is available on Wednesday evenings before middle 
school faith formation sessions from 6:00-6:30 p.m.. Winterbast 
lock-in, social nights, bowling and laser tag, and other youth 
activities may be held throughout the year or on a Wednesday 
night when there is not a regular faith formation session. Check 
the bulletin, the youth bulletin board (lower level of parish 
center), parish website, social media, and flyers that come home 
from Wednesday sessions, as well as your e-mail for additional 
activities. 

*If a parental permission form is needed for middle school 
activities, the form can be found on the website or at the office. 

Middle School Service 
(Grades 6—8) 
Middle school youth participate in serving others on behalf of 
Christ for a minimum of three hours either at the parish or in 
the broader community. Some ideas include being a greeter at 
Mass, Living Stations of the Cross, carnival, nursery helpers, 
children’s choir, Liturgy of the Word, Vacation Bible School 
helpers, lectors, ushers/hospitality, Feed My Starving Children, 
and more.  

In addition to individual service, students 
in the middle school faith formation 
program will participate in service 
opportunities throughout the year during 
the regular faith formation sessions. Past 
years have made sandwiches for The 
Sandwich Project, made Blessing Bags for those experiencing 
homelessness, and wrapping presents for Christmas baskets.  
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Mission Trips 
A mission trip is an opportunity for growth in faith, service, and the ability 
to relate to others. It broadens our thinking, takes us out of our comfort 
zones, and gives us the confidence to be of even greater service once we 
return home to our usual surroundings.  

Total cost for the trip varies and includes the YouthWorks fee per person 
(meals, activities, accommodations, etc.), van rental and insurance, fuel, 
overnight accommodations en route, expenses while at our site, etc. Total 
cost is also affected by the number of participants, number of vans needed, 
the price of gas, and the amount of fund-raising. This cost does not include 
meals on the way to the site and back or spending money for the week. 

Middle School Mission Trip (Grades 7—8) 
Young people entering grades seven through eight, and adult chaperones 
will partner with local organizations to meet ongoing needs in the 
community, usually in Duluth, MN. Students may serve all or part of the 
week at a food shelf, clothing distribution center, soup kitchen, children’s 
program or elder care facility. 

Participants will be expected to attend several meetings in preparation for 
this trip and participate in fundraising if you want to benefit from the 
proceeds. Total cost for the trip is typically around $200. 

High School Mission Trip (Grades 9—12) 
Young people and adult chaperones serve a community within the United 
States (usually outside of Minnesota) by painting, cleaning, helping with 
yard work, leading children’s Bible lessons, games, crafts and reading 
activities, and facilitating games for community youth. Students may also 
serve all or part of the week at a food shelf, clothing distribution center, 
soup kitchen, children’s program or elder care facility. 

Youth entering grades 9 through just recent high school graduates may 
participate and adult chaperones are also needed! Participants will be 
expected to attend several meetings in preparation for this trip and 
participate in fundraising if you want to benefit from the proceeds. Total cost 
for the trip is typically around $250. 

“The biggest thing I’m going to take away from this trip is to appreciate 
what you have. It’s not about quantity, it’s about quality.”  - 

 Participant 2019 
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High School Youth Group 
(Grades 9—12) 
Young people gather throughout the 
year for food, fun, and fellowship. 
Previous events have included: 
Valleyfair, mini-golfing, bowling, The 
Fun Lab, snow tubing, serving at Feed 
My Starving Children, in-house 
activities such as gaga ball, nerf games, 
open gym, and more! Check the 
bulletin, website, and social media sites for more information and 
any registration forms. 

Social media: Follow us to stay up-to-date with youth events! 
Facebook: Fusion STYM      
Instagram: @sttimsyouth.blaine 

Living Stations of the Cross 
(Grades 6—12) 
Middle and high school youth 
present Jesus’ journey to Calvary in 
the Living Stations of the Cross on 
Good Friday. This is our parish’s 
tradition of re-enacting the Stations 
of the Cross and presenting it as a 
prayer service led by youth. Many 
look forward to this powerful 
performance each year! Non-
speaking actors, narrators, and 
musicians are needed. Several rehearsals are required and take 
place on some Sundays during Lent. Snacks and games are 
provided along with rehearsing for this performance.  
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Christian Initiation of Children 

If your child is age seven or older and has not been baptized and/
or is in grade six or above and has not been involved in faith 
formation, please contact the parish office. Special registration 
information is needed to ensure your child is familiar with the 
Catholic faith and prepared to receive the sacraments.  

Students and parent/s meet with a faith formation coordinator to 
establish the young person’s needs and receive materials to 
complete at home. Upon completion of those materials, the 
student and parent/s meet with the coordinator to review, address 
any questions, and assess the young person’s readiness. 
Appointments will then be made with the pastor to receive the 
sacraments.  

In addition to these meetings, children are to be enrolled in the 
regular faith formation classes offered on Tuesdays or 
Wednesdays, depending on the age of the child. Parents should 
call the office for more information and to complete the necessary 
registration forms. Regular faith formation fees apply.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Those seventeen or older who have not 
been baptized, or have not received any 
sacraments beyond baptism, are eligible 
for the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA). 

Candidates for RCIA will meet with a 
faith formation coordinator to establish 
Throughout this time of preparation, candidates will meet with 
the coordinator to review materials, discuss Catholic beliefs, and 
answer questions about the Catholic faith. Upon completion of 
those materials, appointments will be then be made with the 
pastor to receive the sacraments. 
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Photo Permission and Release 
Occasionally photos are taken of the activities in which your 
child may be involved. All registration forms will contain a line 
for you to give or deny permission for their photo to be released. 

If you grant permission for your child’s photo to be taken, this 
means that you grant permission to the Church of St. Timothy in 
Blaine, MN to publish photos and/or representations of your 
child’s image in publications of the Church of St. Timothy or 
publications highlighting events at the Church of St. Timothy. 
This includes photos posted on a bulletin board or in one of our 
parish publications (bulletin, Cornerstone, parish website, social 
media).  

This permission is granted without compensation to the person/
owner/copyright holder. It means that you understand that the 
Church of St. Timothy may use the photos and/or reproductions 
for any purpose, so long as it is in connection with this work. 
This permission applies to all publications, its related websites, 
and electronic media, and in future editions and revisions thereof 
in all languages and countries. 

Individual Accommodations 
Please inform the coordinator or place on the registration form 
any special needs your child has that may affect his or her 
classroom experience. Examples include challenges due to reading 
or comprehension ability, physical impairment, emotional or 
behavioral concerns, allergies, etc. 

We are committed to providing the best experience for every 
child at St. Tim’s. Communication between coordinators and 
parents is very important in helping us meet your child’s needs. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the 
coordinators. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
General Questions 

What age does my child have to be in order to participate in the Mustard 
Seed Sunday School program? 

 Your child must be three years old as of September 1 

How will I find out what class/group my student is in? 
 Letters will be sent to all registered families prior to the start 

of faith formation classes, typically in mid-late August. 

Once we register, am I able to switch times or groups? 
 Yes, if there is space is available. Please contact the 

coordinator. 

How can I place my child with a certain teacher or friend? 
 The online registration form has a place to indicate any 

special requests. If you register with a paper form, make a 
note on the form or contact the coordinator. 

 
First Communion and First Reconciliation Questions 

What if my child has not been baptized and is age seven or older? 
 Your child should sign up for the Christian Initiation of 

Children process. Contact the coordinator. 

Does my child have to be registered in one of the faith formation programs 
in order to celebrate any of the sacraments? 

 Your child must be registered in faith formation classes or be 
attending a Catholic school. 

How do I register for both faith formation and sacrament preparation? 
 On the physical form, be sure to complete the “Grades 1-5 

faith formation” box in the middle of the registration form 
and the appropriate sacrament preparation box directly below 
it. On the online form, select the applicable boxes. 



19 

Is there an additional fee for sacrament preparation? 
 There is no additional fee for first reconciliation preparation, 

however there is a $15 book fee for first Communion 
preparation. 

What are the ages for celebrating these sacraments 
 Parents must determine the appropriate age for celebrating the 

sacraments. The archdiocese has established second grade as the 
first year in which children may participate in first 
reconciliation or first Communion. Both sacraments are 
typically prepared for in the same year. 

 
Confirmation Questions 

When and where does confirmation preparation take place? 
 Teens preparing for confirmation meet in small groups, either in 

the homes of volunteer leaders or at the parish center, 
depending on the leader’s preference. Groups usually meet on 
Sunday in the late afternoon or evening, also depending on the 
leader’s preference. Several times per year, all teens, parents, 
and leaders gather in church, usually on Sunday evenings. 

How are small groups arranged? 
 Many factors are taken into consideration when forming 

groups: location of meeting space (leader’s home or parish 
center), balance of male/female or single gender groups, 
schools, and requests to be placed with a particular leader or 
friend. We do our best to honor requests. Please be sure to 
indicate any preferences on the registration form. 

Are teens finished with faith formation after they are confirmed? 
 Confirmed teens are lifelong learners and are encouraged to 

find concrete methods for continuing their faith formation 
throughout their lives. Some programs that are open for 
confirmed teens include youth group, the mission trip, Living 
Stations of the Cross, leading other faith formation groups, and 
various service programs throughout the year. Contact the 
parish office for more information. 
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Policies 
Code of Conduct Policy 

Individuals participating in St. Tim’s sponsored activities agree to: 
 Participate voluntarily, actively, and with respect for others, 

facilities, and others’ property 
 Turn off cell phones and other electronics 

 
The following are not permitted: 

 Firearms, ammunition, explosives, or other weapons 
 Illegal substances 
 Alcohol or tobacco 
 Harassment, violence, or uncooperative behavior 
 Sexual innuendos or romantic displays of affection 

 
These rules are in place for the health and well-being of all, to help foster 
an atmosphere conducive to faith formation. Violation will result in the 
following disciplinary procedures and/or police being called if necessary. 
 
Discipline Policy 

 Catechist/leader informs the student of the problem and expectations 
for change. Program coordinator is notified. Parents may be notified. 

 If the problem persists, the young person must talk with the coordi-
nator or appointed representative. Parents may be notified. 

 Should the problem arise again, parents are immediately called. A 
meeting with the coordinator, parent(s), and/or the catechist/leader 
will be set to discuss the issue. 

 If the problem continues, the student may be dismissed from further 
participation. 

 
Severe Weather Policy 

When severe weather creates extremely difficult or hazardous travel condi-
tions, the parish office may be closed and all programs cancelled. Go to 
our website (www.churchofsttimothy.com) or call the parish office for 
cancellation announcements. As a general rule: if school is cancelled, so is 
faith formation. More details will be provided by specific programs. 



 

 

707 89th Avenue NE 
Blaine, MN 55434 

763.378.1329 
www.churchofsttimothy.com/faith-formation-registration 


